Links to Business Datasets
Below is a list of some potential sources of SPSS datasets. Many of these are from Data Archives. These archives require that individual users register their details before data can be obtained. 

1. The UK Data Archive

The UK Data Archive is the largest repository for digital data for the social sciences and humanities in the UK. It is funded by the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) the Joint Information Systems Committee of the Higher Education Funding Councils and the University of Essex. It contains a large range of historical and contemporary datasets related to various aspects of employment, business, health and social issues. Most of the datasets available in the data Archive are available in SPSS format. 
The data available include large-scale government datasets, generated from regularly repeated surveys. 

A support service is also available to assist users of many of these government datasets. This is offered through the Economic and Social Data Service (ESDS), funded by the ESRC and the Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC). 

See:   http://www.esds.ac.uk/
This support service xcontains specific SPSS guides to help you use individual datasets. 

Some of the most commonly used datasets available in the UK Data Archive, and which are available in SPSS format are:  

i) Quarterly Labour Force Survey 
Since 1973 this survey has gathered information on employment and unemployment and economic inactivity, together with related topics such as occupation, training, hours of work and personal characteristics of household members aged 16 years and over. It is carried out on a quarterly basis, with 60,000 responding households every quarter. Further information and copies of the datasets are available at: 

Support in using this survey is available from the ESDS. This support and an SPSS guide to using the LFS can be found at: 

http://www.esds.ac.uk/Government/lfs/
ii) Annual Population Survey 

The Annual Population Survey provides data that can produce reliable population estimates for the UK at local authority level. The survey also looks at topics such as education, employment, health and ethnicity. To access the datasets see: 

For ESDS support in using the Annual Population Survey, go to: 

http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/aps/index.asp
iii) British Social Attitudes Survey  
The British Social Attitudes survey is designed to produce annual measures of attitudinal movements which will complement large-scale government surveys such as the Labour Force Survey. The Social Attitudes Survey covers topic areas such as the economy, labour market participation and the welfare state. To access the datasets in SPSS format, see: 

For ESDS guidance and a tailored SPSS guide to using this dataset, see:  

http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/bsa/
iv) General household Survey

The General Household Survey (GHS) is a continuous national survey of people living in private households conducted on an annual basis, by the Office for National Statistics (ONS). The survey collects data on a range of core topics, covering household, family and individual information. This information is used by government departments and other organisations for planning, policy and monitoring purposes, and to present a picture of households, family and people in Great Britain. 
For ESDS support and an SPSS guide to using this dataset, see: 

http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/ghs/
The UK Data Archive also includes a host of European datasets with data from across some or all European Countries. These datasets include: 

v) European Social Survey

The European Social Survey (ESS) is a multi-country survey covering over 30 nations. It gathers data on attitudes, beliefs and values across countries in Europe. The project is funded by the European Commission, the European Science Foundation, academic funding bodies and National Science Foundations in each participating country. The project is directed by a Central Co-ordinating Team at the Centre for Comparative Social Surveys at City University, London, and the UK component is funded by the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC). For  more information and access to the datasets see: http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org
vi)  European Working Conditions Survey

The European Working Conditions Survey (EWCS) is conducted by the European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions (EFILWC). It is generally conducted every 5 years. The aim of the EWCS is to provide an overview of the state of working conditions in the EU, to identify major issues and changes affecting the workplace and to contribute to a better monitoring of the quality of work and employment in Europe. The questionnaire covers all aspects of working conditions, including working time; physical risk factors; violence, harassment and discrimination in the workplace; nature and organisation of work; impact of work on health; management and communication structures; work-life balance; income and payment systems.

For further information about the survey, and guides to using the data, see: 

http://www.eurofound.europa.eu/ewco/surveys/index.htm
2. The Workplace Employment Relations Survey

The 2004 Workplace Employment Relations Survey (WERS 2004) is the fifth in a series of surveys that aims to provide a nationally representative account of the state of employment relations and working life inside British workplaces. The survey series has been jointly sponsored by the Department of Trade and Industry, the Economic and Social Research Council, the Advisory, Conciliation and Arbitration Service, and the Policy Studies Institute. Previous surveys were conducted in 1980, 1984, 1990 and 1998. The scope of WERS 2004 covers all but the smallest workplaces in Great Britain . It covers both private and public sectors and almost all areas of industry Around 2,300 workplaces, 1,000 employee representatives and 22,500 employees took part in the 2004 Cross-section survey. For further information, access to the datasets in SPSS format, and guidance and advice in using the datasets, see the WERS2004 Information Service at: 
http://www.wers2004.info/wers2004/wers2004.php
3. Weblinks to other datasets

i) Cornell Institute for Social and Economic Research -  Internet Data Sources for Social Scientists 
http://www.ciser.cornell.edu/ASPs/datasource.asp
Links to a large number of publicly available datasets in the US. 

ii) Claremont Graduate University Web interface for Statistics Education

http://wise.cgu.edu/links/datalinks.asp
Links to a range of learning, government and international datasets. 

