DISCOVERING STATISTICS USING SPSS

Self-test answers

SELF-TEST Why is the ‘Number of Friends’ variable a ‘scale’ variable?

It is a scale variable because the numbers represent consistent intervals and ratios along the
measurement scale: the difference between having (for example) 1 and 2 friends is the same as
the difference between having (for example) 10 and 11 friends, and (for example) 20 friends is
twice as many as 10.
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SELF-TEST Having created the first four variables with a bit of guidance, try to enter
the rest of the variables in Table 3.1 yourself.

The finished data and variable views should look like those in the figures below (more or less!).
You can also download this data file (Data with which to play.sav).
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I Name || Birth_Date || Group ” Friends || Alcohol || Income || Neuratic || war |
1 Ben 03-Jul-1977  Lecturer 5 10 20000 10
2 Martin 24-May-1969  Lecturer 2 15 40000 17
3 Andy 21-Jun-1973 | Lecturer 0 20 35000 14
4 Paul 16-Jul-1970 Lecturer 4 5 22000 13
Graham 10-Oct-1949  Lecturer 1 30 50000 3
6 Carina 05-Mov-1983  Student 10 25 5000 7
7 Karina 08-Oct-1987  Student 12 20 100 13
8 Doug 23-Jan-1989  Student 15 16 3000 9
9 Mark 20-May-1973 Student 12 17 10000 14
Zos 12-Mov-1984  Student 17 18 10 13
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Name || Type H Width ” Decimals ” Lzbel H Values || Missing ” Columns ” Align ” Measure
1 Name Strng 8 0 Participent's Fi... MNone MNone 8 = Left &5 Nominal =
2 Birt1_Date Date " 0 Birth Date Mone None 8 Center & Scale |
3 Group MNumeric 8 0 Is the Person a... {1, Lecturer}... None 8 Center &5 Nominal
4 Friends Mumeric 8 0 Mumber of Frie... Mone MNone & Center & Scale
A Alcohol Mumeric 8 0 Alcohaol Consu._. None MNone 8 Center & Scale
6 Income Mumeric 8 0 Inzome (Per An... None MNone 8 Center & Scale
7 MeLrotic Mumeric 8 0 Meurotis m MNone Mone 8 Center & Scale
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